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Press release

(English translation)

IEG: AT SIGEP AND A.B. TECH FOR THE INTERNATIONAL ARTISAN CONFECTIONERY BUSINESS
Sigep, Italian Exhibition Group’s Trade Show of Artisan Gelato, Pastry, Bakery and the Coffee World, increases its percentage of foreign exhibitors and the quality of visiting delegations 
From 18th to 22nd January 2020, at Rimini Expo Centre, simultaneously with the 6th edition of A.B. Tech Expo, the Exhibition of technologies and products for bakery, pastry and confectionery. 
 
https://en.sigep.it
Rimini (Italy) 10th January 2020 - There’s only one event for sweet food service professionals: SIGEP. Confirmation will arrive at Italian Exhibition Group’s Rimini Expo Centre, from 18th to 22nd January, where it will be held simultaneously with A.B. Tech Expo, the Exhibition of technologies and products for bakery, pastry and confectionery.  

This year, there will be even more space for international meetings and business opportunities with the most promising markets.
The percentage of foreign exhibitors participating, either directly or through their representatives, is already 20%, i.e. higher than that of the previous editions and coming from 30 countries. The countries most represented are Spain, Germany and France. Ten of thousands of buyers are expected to attend the trade show. In 2019, foreign buyers totalled 33,029, an increase of 3%, whereas their nations of origin were 185.

The interest shown by the world of international associations with which IEG is collaborating is constantly growing. Just as an example, thanks to the World Gelato Cup, SIGEP can boast valuable collaboration with important organizations in the sector: Confédération Nationale des Glaciers de France, Anhcea - Asociación nacional de heladeros artesanos (Spain), Afadhya – Asociación Fabricantes Artesanales de Helados y Afines (Argentina), Uniteis – Association of Italian Gelato Makers in Germany and Singapore Pastry Alliance.  

These associations have also organized the selections for the teams of the respective nations.
Also for the gelato product chain, the Russian Ice Cream Association, association of industrial producers of gelato in Russia, will take part in SIGEP with a representative. In addition, from Romania and Russia producers and buying groups will attend SIGEP.
On the coffee front, the Chairman of the SCA, Specialty Coffee Association (the Association that for 3 years has united the SCAA, European association, and SCAA, American association), Cristina Meinl and Yannis Apostolopoulos, Executive Directors, have confirmed that they will visit the expo with the entire international Board. An SCA presentation is scheduled in the Coffee Arena. Moreover, they will present very important research programs on both new trends in the coffee sector and issues of sustainability. 

The large number of buyers is continually growing: to mention a few countries, representatives of large organizations and chains are awaited from South East Asia, the United Arab Emirates, North Africa, all sub-Saharan Africa, the United States and several South American countries.
The initiative is being held under the aegis of the ITA, with which SIGEP and A.B.Tech Expo are collaborating on an important incoming initiative. There will also be senior trade analysts staffing foreign market info desks, providing consultancy to Italian enterprises that intend entering the markets of the most promising countries for their respective trade sectors.
ITA’s support also extends to visibility on some North American trade media, while complementary action to that set up in partnership with ITA is being carried out on foreign markets by the network of IEG regional advisors working in India, North and South Africa, Central/South America, South East Asia, and some European markets such as Great Britain, Germany, France and Benelux, Spain, Poland, Russia and the CSI Republics.
Not to mention the large international competitions, unique opportunities for networking and training for all the world’s professionals. 

For the GELATO sector, as has been mentioned, the national teams that will compete in the 9th Gelato World Cup, the most important competition dedicated to artisan gelato are already at work: 11 teams made up of great professionals from Mexico, Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, Poland, Argentina, Colombia 
For the PASTRY sector, while waiting for the Junior and Ladies World Championships, which SIGEP will host in 2021, also following selections on several continents, on Saturday 18th January, the Pastry Arena (Hall B5) will feature the welcome return of The Star of Sugar, the unique spectacular competition involving the realization of splendid sculptures in sugar, with the new addition for 2020 of the ”Travel Cake” test. 
The Coffee Arena (Hall D1) will host the seven Italian Barista Championships valid for access to the world championships of the prestigious World Coffee Events. 

And, as it is the year of A.B. Tech Expo there just had to be an area for bakery competitions, which here too is without any frontier: the Bakery Arena (Hall D4) will host the international competition dedicated to bakery Bread in the City - International Bakery Contest which, now at it 4th edition, will feature 8 teams, each made up of 2 candidates and 1 coach: Holland, Spain, Peru, Japan, China, Switzerland, Germany and Taiwan.
Therefore, a SIGEP that together with A.B. Tech Expo, is becoming a place for international business and growth for the sector’s companies. A platform at which to highlight excellence and effectively represent the entire sweet food service product chain. 
ABOUT SIGEP AND A.B. TECH EXPO 2020 
Dates: 18-22 January 2020; Organizer: IEG – Italian Exhibition Group SpA.; edition: 41st; Frequency: annual; category: international expo; admission: trade and professionals only; hours: 9:30 am - 6:00 pm, last day 9:30 am - 3:00 pm (3:00 - 5:00 pm only with online tickets); www.sigep.it - #Sigep2020
PRESS CONTACTS media@iegexpo.it
Head of Media Relations & Corporate Communication: Elisabetta Vitali; Press Office Coordinator: Marco Forcellini; International Press Office Coordinator: Silvia Giorgi; Communication specialists: Nicoletta Evangelisti Mancini, Alessandro Caprio, Tommaso Accomanno.
This press release contains forecast elements and estimates that reflect the management’s current opinions (“forward-looking statements”), particularly regarding future management performance, realization of investments, cash flow trends and the evolution of the financial structure. 

 For their very nature, forward-looking statements have a component of risk and uncertainty, as they depend on the occurrence of future events. The effective results may differ (even significantly) from those announced, due to numerous factors, including, only by way of example: food service market and tourist flow trends in Italy, gold and jewellery market trends, green economy market trends; the evolution of raw material prices; general macroeconomic conditions; geopolitical factors and evolutions in the legislative framework. Moreover, the information contained in this release, does not claim to be complete, and has not been verified by independent third parties. Forecasts, estimates and objectives contained herein are based on the information available to the Company as at the date of this release.
