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Press Release N° 17
(English translation)
TODAY MINISTER FRANCESCHINI INAUGURATED SIGEP AND A. B. TECH EXPO 2020 AT RIMINI EXPO CENTRE: “THIS IS ONE OF THE OCCASIONS ON WHICH THE ROLES OF MINISTER OF CULTURE AND TOURISM MATCH PERFECTLY”
Rimini, 18th January 2020 – It was an inauguration worthy of great occasions, this afternoon at Italian Exhibition Group’s Rimini Expo Centre for Sigep and A. B. Tech Expo 2020. 
Italy’s Minister for Cultural Assets, Activities and Tourism, Dario Franceschini, officially opened the two shows. With him, participants included Emilia Romagna Regional Councillor for budget matters, institutional reorganization, human resources and equal opportunities, Emma Petitti, Rimini’s Mayor Andrea Gnassi, the President of the ITA Agency Carlo Ferro and IEG President Lorenzo Cagnoni.
In his introductory greetings, Cagnoni said, “Here at Italian Exhibition Group we are particularly proud of this period. Yesterday, at our Vicenza expo centre, we opened a great edition of Vicenzaoro, a reference point for the jewellery and gold world. Today, here in Rimini, we’re raising the curtain on a great Sigep, perfectly complemented by the simultaneous staging of A. B. Tech Expo. A simultaneous staging that will completely fill the 129,000 square metres of Rimini’s expo centre, with the participation of approximately 1,250 companies and foreign brands arriving from over 30 countries.”
Rimini’s Mayor, Andrea Gnassi, continued, “If we put the two acronyms Sigep and Mibact together and ask ourselves where we can land, the reply is “Rimini”, because here Sigep has the infrastructure that enables to do business and meet people that work to make the food industry great. The other world is Mibact (Ministry for Cultural Assets, Activities and Tourism). And this year, celebrations for the centenary of the birth of Federico Fellini are being held. Our “fringe events” are in the city, hundreds of millions of euros have been invested to make our Malatesta Castle the Fellini Museum. I therefore wish to thank Minister Dario Franceschini, who believes in the relationship between culture and expos.”
On her behalf, Regional Councillor Emma Petitti reminded, “SIGEP is an appointment with a great identity, which is part of an important context for Rimini and our region. Food service is a sector that manages to enable this area’s culture of hospitality to be expressed at its best. International recognition shows that we’re on the right road and that to continue to grow we have to work together: institutions and the economic and social fabric.” 
Carlo Ferro, President of the ITA Agency, added, “14% of Italy's overall exports are from the Emilia Romagna region. The agri-food supply chain has a value of 40 billion euros. Here there are strategic ingredients for the internationalization of enterprises, such as innovation, which we wanted to bring together. Culture, territory, artisan skill and entrepreneurial spirit, with the sector’s 90,000 enterprises generating 5.4 billion euros in exports, which reach 6 billion if we include the machinery sector. These figures make Italy the world’s fourth exporter of chocolate and fifth for gelato.”
Minister Dario Franceschini concluded, “This is one of the occasions on which the roles of minister of culture and tourism match perfectly. In fact, the food sector is an important piece of Italy’s culture and identity. Today’s large amounts of tourists travel on a hunt for art or culture, shopping or fashion, food or wine and gourmet produce. We are lucky, insofar as Italy offers excellent products in all these fields. Rimini, in particular, is a combination of everything that Italy must boost to grow: combining tradition with innovation, tourism with the beauty of art, culture and traditions.”
ABOUT SIGEP AND A. B. Tech Expo 2020
Dates: 18-22 January 2020; Organizer: IEG – Italian Exhibition Group SpA.; edition: 41st; Frequency: annual; category: international expo; admission: trade and professionals only; hours: 9:30 am - 6:00 pm, last day 9:30 am - 3:00 pm (3:00 - 5:00 pm only with online tickets); www.sigep.it - #Sigep2020
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