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Press Release
(English translation)
THE FUTURE OF FOODSERVICE IS NOW. AND IT’S AT SIGEP
Italian Exhibition Group’s International Trade Show of Artisan Gelato, Pastry and Bakery Production and the Coffee world is hosting the debut of Vision Plaza. A location, but also a think tank, at which to outline international business trajectories for the development of the entire confectionery product chain
Rimini Expo Centre, 18-22 January 2020
Rimini, 10th January 2020 - The 2020 edition will be the richest SIGEP ever. Not only full of business, internationality and competitions, which it already is, but also of professional updates, looking to the future, attention focussed on places of consumption and networking between the various professional communities.
The throbbing heat of this innovative boost will be the Vision Plaza, a location, but also a think tank which, from 18th to 22nd January, will animate Italian Exhibition Group’s Rimini Expo Centre, the only true development hub of the entire sweet food service sector.
Positioned strategically at the centre of the South Foyer, Vision Plaza will be a venue full of meetings summing up the trends of the sweet sectors of Out of Home eating, starting with the characteristic one of artisan gelato. The format of the contents of the Vision Plaza will be streamlined and consecutive, with speeches by a single speaker on a specific topic, or organized as a real “talk show” with the participation of several personalities. The Vision Plaza’s contents will be developed with the contribution of authoritative partners (including trade associations, trade press and digital specialists).
Four key thematic issues will be covered in the Vision Plaza: 

1.       the sector’s macro trends (evolutions and changes in consumption methods when eating out and places of consumption, trade data and figures from the various sectors, international case histories);
2.      sustainability in the agri-food chain, with focuses on SIGEP’s sectors
3.      digital technologies as a business driving force for enterprises
4.       individual chains’ trends with specific talk shows on gelato, pastry, coffee and bakery
Proceedings will get under way on Saturday 18th January at 11 am with the Opening Talk focussed on “Future is now! The new global values of sweet food service: experience, quality and sustainability.  This will be a real face-off between experts of the global eating out market, consumer and brand dynamics to understand the challenges of sweet food service and identify future opportunities of growth and development. The speakers will discuss the “values” of consumers eating out, such as experience, food and environment quality and sustainability. Consumers’ increasingly eco-friendly choices will set the agenda of the strategic decisions of companies trading in this sector in order to satisfy the needs of tomorrow’s consumer. Data and reports on emerging trends will be proposed at the meetings. 
Among the eagerly awaited speeches, those by Bob O’Brien, Global Senior Vice President Foodservice of the NPD Group,  Caterina Schiavon, Socio-semiologist and partner of KKienn Torino and Francesco Buschi - strategy director of Future Brand.
But in the other event areas of SIGEP 2020, i.e. the vertical ones dedicated to individual product chains, there also will be numerous meetings and opportunities for reflection: in the Gelato Arena (located under the cupola of the South Foyer), the Pastry Arena (Hall B5), the Coffee Arena (Hall D1) and the  Bakery Arena (Hall D4). Detailed up-to-date info on the Web site: www.sigep.it 
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